Introduction
By researching a broad range of disciplines such as geography, politics and governance, sociology, hydrology, economics, environment, irrigation, development, law and management, this chapter will analyse broad interconnected perspectives on water and their link to policies. These perspectives mainly include culture, water rights and legal developments or lack of them, ecosystem issues, the contribution of water science and technology, overall development focus, water markets and management agendas, and water governance issues. These and similar perspectives have a significant bearing on water issues. Each perspective has its own point of view, merits and dilemmas. A clear understanding of these perspectives is a precursor for the consideration of social policies related to water. At the end, there will be a summary of the policy focus of these perspectives and core concerns discussed in the chapter.
Contemporary perspectives related to water and the consequent social policy focus
Water as a natural and scarce resource is a complex issue and it has been researched and analysed by several interconnected perspectives and disciplines. Understanding the water issue from only one perspective/ discipline or through limited perspectives and disciplines is inadequate and partial as it does not provide the full picture. Thus it is important to look at all the possible perspectives in a comprehensive way. Guevara-Gil et al. (2010, pp. 331-332) have effectively argued that the current water laws and policies "perpetuate and deepen the current unequal distribution", and have identified the need to reform the distribution of water. To develop appropriate social policies towards achieving a fair distribution of water, the understanding of as many relevant perspectives as possible is necessary. The way the water problem and solutions are perceived and understood influences agenda setting, policy formulation and implementation. The sources of the water problem are varied and many, and solutions to them are often complex and full of dilemmas, such as the following:
Is it due to unbridled economic growth-oriented development? Is it the result of mismanagement?
